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from the rest of mankind, perpetuated in their primitive
purity their language and beliefs.

On the contrary, if the Algics are really descendants of
these tribes, it must be only from a portion of thein, as rem-
nants of the lost tribes have been discovered in the Nesto-
rians of Asia. To arrive in America, these portions must
have passed through strange and hostile tribes of people, and
in the course of their long wanderings and sojourns amongst
them, they might have adopted portions of their languages
and usages, losing thereby the purity of their own. It is
natural to surmise that they were driven and followed in-
to America by hostile tribes of Asia, and that they have
been thus driven and followed till checked by the waves
of the broad Atlantic. This would account for the antag-
onistical position in which they and the Dakotas were first
discovered, and which, as the Algics are now being pressed
back by the white race, on the track of their old emigra-
tion, has again been renewed more deadly than ever.
Truly are they a wandering and accursed race! They now
occupy a position wedged in as it were, between the on-
ward resistless tide of European emigration, and the still
powerful tribes of the Naud-o-wa-se-wug (“ Like unto the
Adders”), their inveterate and hereditary enemies. As a
distinet people their final extinction appears inevitable,
though their blood may still course on as long as mankind
exists.

I cannot close these remarks on this subject (though they
have already been lengthened further than was at first in-
tended), without offering a few words respecting the belief
of the Ojibways in a future state. Something can be de-
ducted from this respecting their condition in former ages,
and the direction from which they originally emigrated.

‘When an Ojibway dies, his body is placed in a grave,
generally in a sitting posture, facing the west. With the
body are buried all the articles needed in life for a journey.



